
E2 SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2007 3 R D THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR } WWW.INDYSTAR.COMVoices

KUDOS
Several area companies have stepped

forward to hire students from Providence
Cristo Rey High School, scheduled to
open this fall in the city’s Haughville
neighborhood. Students work five days a
month to help offset tuition costs. The
school is designed to help students from
low-income families prepare for college.

OUTRAGE
New Palestine High

School gymnastics coach
Andrea Chestnut has
been charged with pro-
viding alcohol to teen-
agers on the team and
allowing them to throw
a party at her home. She
has been suspended
from coaching and
likely will be fired.

NIGHTLINES
Conan O’Brien: The other day an American Airlines employee tried to let former Vice

President Al Gore bypass airport security, but guards stopped Gore and made him go
through the metal detector. The head of security said “We had to search Al
Gore. He could have been armed with a speech.” 

◆ Angelina Jolie announced she is now adopting a Vietnamese baby.
When reached for comment, Jolie said, “Only three more countries to go.” 

Colin Ferguson: People are saying that Scooter Libby is taking a bullet
for Dick Cheney, but I’m not sure about that. Because if Cheney wants
someone to take a bullet, he usually delivers it himself. 

Jay Leno: Embarrassing situation for Al Gore; you know, the
whole global warming thing. Turns out his Tennessee home is us-
ing 20 times the energy of the average household. But to be fair,
it’s still not as much energy as John Edwards’ blow dryer is us-
ing. 

◆ Al Gore says his bill is higher than average because his
house is bigger than average. It’s a 20-room mansion. You
know — the kind you normally find Republicans living in. 

David Letterman: Today is the 74th anniversary of the
movie “King Kong.” It’s a story about a woman who be-
comes involved with a creature from another species. And
that wouldn’t happen again until Maria Shriver met Arnold
Schwarzenegger. 

Our position:
Legislators should amend

the House budget and
continue progress on equalizing

school funding and
fostering charter schools.

T
he Indiana House passed a two-
year budget last month that calls
for a 4 percent increase in school
funding. But the plan could set In-
diana back in two areas of educa-
tion where it has improved in re-

cent years: equalizing funding and expanding
opportunities for poor Hoosiers to attend better
schools. 

Three decades of attempts at property tax re-
form have led to the state picking up, on average,
83 cents of every dollar in school operating
funds. That fact, along with a complexity index
that provides more money to high-poverty
school districts, has helped narrow the funding
gap between wealthy and poor schools. 

Passage of the charter school law in 2000 has
provided urban families with access to high-
quality schools they otherwise could not afford.

But an analysis of the revised school funding
formula contained in the House budget shows
that it exacerbates another inequity in school
funding — between fast-growing schools and
those declining in enrollment. It also fails to fur-
ther equalize funding between rich and poor
schools. Poor students would be hurt further by
the plan to freeze charter school funding and
preclude charters from state money for full-day
kindergarten. 

Senators should ditch the proposals and write
a budget that allows the state to narrow funding
gaps among all schools while expanding choice.
Doing both is critical to helping solve the serious
problems affecting Indiana’s education system.

Equality counts
House Democrats had a chance this legislative

session to narrow the gap between rich and poor
schools by targeting the dropout crisis and low
educational achievement. 

They also could have proposed ways to cure
the chronic shortchanging of fast-growing subur-
ban schools such as Hamilton Southeastern,
which receives less in per-pupil funding now
than six years ago, despite nearly doubling its

enrollment.
What they offered instead is a mess. 
The proposed 4 percent increase in state fund-

ing for school operations will go to only 60 per-
cent of school districts; 117 school districts will re-
ceive less state funding. And none of it will help
poor-performing school districts fix their under-
lying problems. 

Why? Because the plan to restructure the fund-
ing formula doesn’t include any special money
targeted at efforts to reduce the number of drop-
outs or improve teacher quality. 

Instead, it adds four new alternate funding cal-
culations, including one that gives districts in
small farming communities an additional $500
per student and another that provides an addi-
tional $100 per student to Indianapolis Public
Schools and other districts with shrinking enroll-
ments.

Besides making the already murky funding for-
mula even less transparent, none of the calcula-
tions would require poor-performing schools to
pour the money into areas of greatest need, such
as improving middle schools. 

Suburban districts would still be shortchanged
because none of the new formulas apply to them. 

Hamilton Southeastern, for example, would see
per-pupil funding decline by 2 percent over the
next two school years, despite a likely 15 percent
spike in enrollment. IPS, in contrast, would see its
per-pupil funding increase 15 percent even as en-
rollment continues to decline. 

It’s not simply a case of taking from privileged
students to help the poor. Special-needs students
make up 20 percent of Hamilton Southeastern’s
enrollment. Yet because only 5 percent of its stu-
dents receive free or reduced-price lunches, the
district doesn’t receive additional money to pro-
vide extra help for harder-to-teach students.

What’s needed is a funding formula that helps
poor districts reduce dropouts and improve
achievement while also taking into account the
needs of growing districts. Funding to help poor
districts attract experienced, talented teachers is
critical. Basing funding more on enrollment
would assure that growing districts are not penal-
ized.

The budget is now before the Senate. It needs
plenty of revisions.

Save the charters
Dan Roy, Indianapolis’ charter schools czar,

contends that House Democrats’ proposed freeze
on charters funding is “a de facto moratorium”
that hurts the city’s poorest students. 

Neither of the two new charters authorized by
the city, including one that would serve students
in economically downtrodden neighborhoods
around Lafayette Square, would receive any state
funding. 

Roy says the freeze would keep at-risk students
from getting a sound education by “preventing
quality schools from coming online.” 

He’s right. A close look at the proposed spend-
ing freeze shows how devastating it would be on
charter schools and the students they teach. 

Existing charters, many of which have waiting
lists for new students, would see their funding
frozen by the House budget. Per-pupil funding for
Indianapolis Metropolitan High School, one of
two charters run by Goodwill Industries of
Greater Indianapolis, would drop 45 percent by
the 2008-09 school year. 

Charters would be squeezed even more by the
fact that, unlike traditional schools, they must pay
for transportation and construction costs from
state funding, instead of with property taxes.

If the charter school provisions in the House
budget were to become law, many of the 36 char-
ters that have opened since 2001 in Indiana
would shut down. It would be a grave setback,
marking the end of an important effort to reshape
the educational destinies of Indiana’s poorest
children. 

Opponents claim that charters siphon off the
best students from traditional public schools. But
only 27 percent of students passed both the Eng-
lish and math portions of ISTEP before they en-
tered Indianapolis’ charters. That’s 10 points be-
low the combined passing rate for IPS students. 

While room for improvement remains, charters
are helping the weakest students gain ground.
Only 51 percent of third-graders in Indianapolis
charters passed the ISTEP in English in 2003.
The score was 23 points below the statewide per-
centage. By 2005, however, the passing percent-
age for that same group had improved to 70 per-
cent, three points off the statewide percentage. 

Students aren’t the only beneficiaries. Indian-
apolis and Gary, both plagued by poor-performing
traditional public schools, have a better chance of
retaining middle-class families who otherwise
might flee to suburban districts.

Besides ditching the freeze on funding, the
state Senate should provide charters with money
for full-day kindergarten, which many already of-
fer. The legislature also should make it more eco-
nomically feasible for charters to form in town-
ship districts outside IPS. 

The House budget endangers a key educational
reform effort. The Senate needs to save it.

An education setback
Revise budget so
schools, students
can move ahead

National ranking of Indi-
ana’s cigarette tax (55.5
cents a pack)

Why it matters: The
Indiana House recently
defeated a proposal to
increase the tax by 25
cents a pack. Money
raised by the tax would
have been used to create
a health insurance pro-
gram for low-income
workers and also was
expected to reduce the
number of smokers in
Indiana, which has the
second highest adult
smoking rate in the na-
tion.
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Buyer and Burton
U.S. Rep. Steve Buyer accuses

the Democrats of politicizing
the issues involving the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center.
How, Mr. Buyer? By holding
hearings that revealed the ne-
glect, indifference and incompe-
tence that resulted in grievously
injured Iraqi war vets being
warehoused in squalor? 

When the Republicans con-
trolled the
House, Buyer
chaired the
Veterans Af-
fairs Commit-
tee, a position
where he
might have
done some
good. But
Buyer didn’t
see any prob-

lems when he visited Walter
Reed. Evidently, he got the dog-
and-pony show and that satis-
fied him. What was missing un-
der Buyer was any notion of the
responsibility Congress has for
oversight. Buyer didn’t do his
job, and he doesn’t like the fact
that it’s now being done by the
Democrats. 

Then there is U.S. Rep. Dan
Burton, who didn’t attend the
Walter Reed hearings because it
would have meant getting up so
early to catch a 6 a.m. plane or
even leaving for Washington on
Sunday night. Heaven forefend!

Burton explained that he has
a new wife, and he wants to
have a life with her. Then how
about moving her to Washing-
ton, Congressman? That’s
where the job is. 

— Ken Bode

New hospitals
A glance at the Page One

graphic in Friday’s Star shows
how Central Indiana hospital
systems have been expanding to
the edges of Marion County and
beyond. The latest to announce
a new facility is St. Francis Hos-
pital & Health Centers, which
will build on the Far Southside. 

Clarian Health has opened
hospitals in
Avon and Car-
mel, and Com-
munity Health
Network has
expanded
north and
south. St. Vin-
cent Health
has facilities
on Indy’s
Northwestside
and a few

miles away in Carmel.
The worry is that the people

these health care networks tra-
ditionally have served will be
left behind. But there is another
factor at play here. With all the
new hospital construction, and
increasing reliance on outpa-
tient facilities, Central Indiana
hasn’t seen an accompanying
surge of health care profes-
sionals. Instead, physicians are
putting more miles on their ve-
hicles. They may spend Mon-
days and Wednesdays at the
Carmel hospital and offices,
Tuesdays and Thursdays in
Avon (Clarian) or Community
East, Fridays Downtown.

For years I have been a pa-
tient of one specialist who is in
a Fishers office/outpatient facil-
ity only on Wednesday after-
noons. I chose another special-
ist because he was near my
home on the Northeastside, but
he does certain procedures only
in Avon.

Most patients don’t have this
problem with primary-care doc-
tors, but visits to specialists
mean either waiting until
Wednesday for an appointment
or going across town to see
them sooner. Or settling for a
colleague who doesn’t know
their medical history.

Health-care networks say it’s
all about suburban patient con-
venience. But it’s also about
competing for health care dol-
lars of the more affluent. Why
else would Clarian North be so
near St. Vincent Carmel? Or St.
Francis move to a location not
far from Community South? 

And we wonder why health
care costs keep rising. 

— Jane Lichtenberg

Bode
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Go to IndyStar.com/opin-
ion to read the Expresso
blog.

EXPRESSO
A quick shot of opinion

from The Star Editorial Board
and local columnists
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ONLINE: CONTINUE
THE CONVERSATION

Add your comments online and we’ll publish
responses in Sunday’s Voices section.

Go to www.IndyStar.com/opinion,
click on the editorial headline and
then post a comment

at TalkBack.
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